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I Welcome to our first issue 
Welcome to the International Society for the Study of Pilgrimage Arts 
(ISSOPA). The Society seeks to advance the understanding of artwork produced in 
association with pilgrimage.. Partially despite, and partially because of, our great 
admiration for the wonderful journals like Gesta, Art Bulletin, and others dedicated to 
extensive studies in the field of art history, we see a need for publications of a 
different type, which will offer new and varied opportunities for scholars to exchange 
ideas and to publish less complex essays. Inspired by several European publications 
which include minor findings, and as-yet-incompletely formed theses, we are led to 
begin an enterprise which should provide such a forum. We inaugurate this venture, 
not in a spirit of competition nor of lower standards, but rather in hopes of expanding 
the arena for discourse. 
We hope lo create a forum for the exchange of information and of new and 
developing ideas. 1n our first issue, we begin the tradition of publishing reviews of 
books and articles that are germane to the subjects of pilgrimage centers, pilgrimage 
art and architecture, and related.issues, which may be of interest to our readers. 
We also will inform members of upcoming events and publications that might 
interest them or that could provide the opportunity to present, discuss, and publish 
works about pilgrimage centers and art. There are neither dues nor obligations. 
H you do not wish to receive this newsletter, just drop either of us a line at 
blicks@kenyon.edu or rlekippe@westga.edu. H you are interested in becoming a 
contributor, see the Call for Submissions on page 3. 
To Attend: 
The Thirty-seventh International Medieval Congress at Western Michigan University in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan during May 3-6, 20()1. Contact: Medieval Institute, Western Michigan 
Univ., Kalamazoo, Ml 49008-3801 (616-387-8745; fax 616-387-8750; 
mdvl_congres@wmich.edu;http://www.wmich.edu/ medieval/ congress/ 
ISSOP A-sponsored sessions, with Brill Academic Publishers as co-sponsor: 
Session I. The Holy Made Manifest 
Kalja Boertjes, Katholieke Universiteit, Nijmegen: 
"Pilgrim Ampullae of Vendome: Souvenirs of the Sainte Larme" 
Lisa Victoria Ciresi, Rutgers University: 
"The Aachen Karls-and Marienschreine" 
Dan Connolly, Western Michigan University: 
"Crusading at Chartres: The Cathedral's Labyrinth Pavement" 
M. Bryan Curd, Arizona State University: 
The Power of Suggestion: Visual Experience and Rebirth at the Pilgrimage 
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham" 
Session II: Vicarious Travel to the Holy Land 
Laura Gelfand, University of Akron: 
•y Me Tarde: The Valois, Pilgrimage and the Chartreuse de Champmol" 
Nora Laos, University of Houston: 
"The Architecture and Iconography of Neuvy-Saint-Sepulchre: 
A Multi-Dimensional Palimpsest" 
Jeanne Nuechterlein, University of York: 
"Hans Memling's St. Ursula Shrine: The Subject as Object of Pilgrimage" 
William Travis, University of Michigan, Dearborn: 
"Pilgrimage to Emmaus at Saint-Lazare, Autun" 
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Other Kalamazoo sessions of interest: 
Sponsored Sessions: 
+ AVISTA (5): De Re Metallica: 
I. Vulcan's Lair: Metal Extraction and 
Production in the Middle Ages; 
II. Metals for Mars: Military Uses of 
Metals in the Middle Ages; 
III. All That Glitters: Craft and Display 
in Medieval Secular Metalwork; 
IV. Architectural Uses of Metals in the 
Middle Ages; 
V. Metal Reliquaries, liturgical Objects 
+ Hagiography Society (4): 
I. Sanctity and Madness; 
Il. Miracles and Magic 
(co-sponsor: Societas Magica); 
III. Solitude and Society; 
IV. Sanctity and Childhood 
+ International Center of Medieval Art 
(4): In Honor of John Williams: 
I. Romanesque Architecture; 
II. The Pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela; 
Ill. illuminated Manuscripts; 
IV. Medieval Spain 
+ Medieval-Religion Online 
Discussion List (2): 
I. Medieval Benedictine Life; 
Il. The Making of Saints 
Leeds 
+ North American Catalan Society (4): 
I. Patience and the Saints in Fifteenth-
Century Iberia; 
II. Gender, Sexuality, and 
the Boundaries of Religion in Later 
Medieval Iberia; 
Ill. The Fate of Prognostication: Iberian 
Responses to Ecclesiastical 
Objections to Visionary Experience, 
Astrology, and the Apocalyptic; 
IV. Medieval Iberian Queenship: 
Ideals and Practice 
+ PINNA TUS: The Society for the Study 
of Angelology (2): 
I. Angels in Hagiography; 
II. Cult of St. Michael the Archangel 
in the Early Middle Ages 
+ Society for the Study of Medieval 
Christianity and Culture: Teaching the 
Saints Today: Exploring Their Lives 
and Role in Medieval Spirituality 
+ Studia Mystica (2): 
I. The Pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela: 
History, Art, Spirituality; 
II. The Spirituality of Medieval and 
Renaissance "Shape• Poems 
The International Medieval Congress at the University of Leeds, 
Leeds, England Ouly 8-11, 2002) will dedicate a special thematic 
strand to Exile, consisting of 24 sessions. Topics will include: 
Banishment (Medical aspects: leprosy, quarantine) 
Biblical paradigms Motivation of self-exile 
Damnatio memoriae Outlawry and criminal exile 
Excommunication Penitential exile 
Exile in art Pilgrimage 
Exile in literature Political aspects of exile 
Hermits and recluses Social exclusion 
Legal processes Relic cultures 
Language of exile Theology of exile 
Literary paradigms: quest, wilderness 
Contact Axel E Muller or Josine Opmeer, International 
Medieval Institute, Parkinson 1.03, 
University of Leeds, Leeds 152 9JT, U.K. 
(+44-113-233-3614; fax +44-113-233-3616; 
Peregrinations 
SpecialSessions: 
+ Nicola J. Robertson, Centre for 
Medieval Studies: 
Authority and Pastoral Care in 
Early Medieval Hagiography 
+ Emily Albu, Department of Oassics, 
University of California at Davis: 
Gender, Nature, and the Culture of 
Travel in Late Antiquity and the 
Middle Ages (2) 
+ Rebecca Hayward, Department of 
English, University of Auckland 
Goscelin's Llves of Female Saints 
+ Johanna Kramer, Medieval Studies 
Cornell University: 
Parallel Readings of Men and Women 
Saints 
ubi i gni5 e5t 
IMC@leeds.ac.uk;http://www.leeds.ac.uk/imi/imc). 
Stavkirche, Lorn, Oppland, Norway 
12th Century 
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Philadelphia, February 20-23, 2002 
Special Session: Cities and their Saints 
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Chairs: Scott B. Montgomery, University of North Texas; Sally J. Cornelison, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
· Joan A. Holladay, University of Texas, Austin "His or Hers? The ~Competition for Saints in Medieval Zurich" 
Elizabeth Rodini, Smart Museum of Art: "Saint Mark's Rest and the Stones of Venice: Fragments of a Journey" 
Timothy B. Smith, De Paul University "The Battle for the Baptist: Civic Rivalry and the Politics of Devotion in Late Quattrocento Siena" 
Other Conferences 
February 23, 2002. Twenty-sixth annual conference of the Mid-
America Medieval Association, at Kansas State University. 
Contact: Dr. Robert Oark, Dept. of Modern Languages, Kansas 
State Univ., Manhattan, KS 66506 (785-532-1923; fax 785-5.32-
7004; rclark@ksu.edu). 
February 25-27, 2002. "Religion and Rulership in the Middle 
Ages." Annual interdisciplinary workshop of Central Euro-
pean University, focuses on the problems of medieval power. 
Contact: Dept. of Medieval Studies, Central European Univ., 
PO Box 1082, 1245 Budapest, Hungary (+36-1-327-3024; fax 
+36-1-327-3055; medstud@ceu.hu; bakjan@ceu.hu). 
March 2, 2002 "City Limits: Urban Culture in the Middle 
Ages.• Interdisciplinary conference at the University of To-
ronto that will examine the way medieval people looked at 
their cities as spaces and places, as city-states and states of 
mind, as markets and missions. Contact: CMS Conference, 
Centre for Medieval Studies, Univ. of Toronto, 39 Queen's Park 
Cresc. E., Toronto, ON MSS 2C3, Canada (fax 416-971-1398; 
medieval@chass.utoronto.ca). 
March 7-10, 2002. Vagantes: First Annual Graduate Student 
Conference on the Middle Ages organized by the graduate 
medievalists of Harvard University and the University of To-
ronto, at Harvard University. The conference is for graduate 
students pursuing research on any medieval topic. Contact: 
Danielle Joyner, c/ o Dept. of the History of Art and Architec-
ture, Harvard Univ., 485 Broadway, Cambridge, MA 02138 
( djoyner@fas.harvard.edu; vagantibus@hotmail.com). 
March 22-23, 2002. "Boekproductie, opdrachtgevers en publiek 
in de laatmiddeleeuwse stadscultuur in de Nederlanden, "in 
Ghent. The third and final meeting on this subject, to focus on 
the late medieval manuscripts and early printed books (1450-
1570). Contact: Joris Reynaert (joris.reynaert@rug.ac.be). 
April 19-20, 2002. "Travel and Tourism in the Middle Ages.• · 
Twenty-third annual Medieval Forum, at Plymouth State Uni-
versity. Contact: Eleanor A. Congdon, Medieval Forum, Ply-
mouth State Coll., MSC #39, Plymouth, NH 03264 (603-535-
2425; fax 603-535-2351; econgdon@mail.plymouth.edu; 
http://www.plymouth.edu/psc/medieval/forum.htm). 
May 23-25, 2002. "The Presence of the Past.• Thirty-fourth an-
nual meeting of the Rocky Mountain Medieval and Renais-
sance Association, in Las Vegas. Call for papers, one-page ab-
stracts due 1 March 2002 (15 January for early response). Pa-
pers on the conference theme or any topic in medieval, Renais-
sance, or early modern studies are invited. Contact: Charles 
Whitney, Dept. of English, Univ. of Nevada, Las Vegas, NV 
89154-5011 (702-895-3920; fax 702 895-4801; 
whitney@nevada.edu). 
September 4-7, 2002. Conference sponsored by the Southern Afri-
can Society for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, at the Univer-
sity of South Africa (UNISA), in Tshwane/Pretoria. Call for pa-
pers, submission of titles for 30-minute papers due by 28 Febru-
ary 2002; 500-word outlines due by 31 March 2002. Contact: Pro-
fessor John Lambert, Dept. of History, University of South Africa, 
P.O. Box 392, Tshwane/Pretoria, 0003 South Africa (27-12-429-
6353, fax 27-12-429-3400; lambej@unisa.ac.za). 
September 26-28, 2002. "Silk Roads, Other Roads." The Eighth 
Biennial Symposium of the Textile Society of America, at Smith 
College. 'ISA encourages presentations on textiles from all parts 
of the globe and all disciplines. Direct involvement in program 
by scholars, textile producers/users working within indigeno-µ.s 
traditions. 
Contact: Marjorie Senechal, Smith Coll. (413--585-3862; sene-
chal@math.smith.edu; http://textilesociety.org), or Pam Parmal, 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (617-369-3707; pparmal@mfa.org). 
November 5-9, 2002. "Manuscripts in Transition: Recycling 
Manuscripts, Texts, & Images." International congress, Brussels. 
Contact: Program Committee, c/ o Kris Callens, K.U. Leuven 
Faculty of Arts, Box 33, Blijde-Inkomststraat 21, B-3000 Leuven 
(kris.callens@arts.kuleuven.ac.be; http://www.omnia.be/ mit). 
November 8-10, 2002. Annual meeting of the North American 
Conference on British Studies, to be held in conjunction with the 
Southern Conference on British Studies, in Baltimore. Contact: 
Angela Woollacott, NA CBS Program Chair, History Dept., Case 
Western Reserve Univ., Oeveland, OH 44106-7107 (216-368-4165; 
fax 216-368-4681; axwll@po.cwru.edu). 
Call for Submissions 
Peregrinations is seeking submissions that will help make it a 
forum for the exchange of new and developing ideas about 
medieval pilgrimage art. To that end, we welcome book 
reviews, article reviews, brief notices, and short articles present-
ing preliminary findings. If you are interested in writing for 
Peregrinations, please contact either Rita Tekippe 
(rtekippe@westga.edu) or Sarah Blick (blicks@kenyon.ed). In 
order to foster the free exchange of ideas, all copyright will 
remain with the author of the piece, not with Peregrinations, so 
the article could be re-published elsewhere if the author wished. 
As we want to keep our members informed of upcoming 
events and opportunities, we also welcome notification of 
conferences and calls for papers. 
et al.
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Book Review: 
he Cathedral Shrines of Medieval England, vy Ben Nilson 
Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boy dell & Brewer, 1999 
Today, when one visits an English Cathedral, one is struck by the somber stone and the immaculate, chilly armature of the rib vaulting. 
It is hard to believe that these spartan surroundings were once graced by sumptuous shrines draped with hundreds of wax votive images in 
the shape of human body parts and farm animals. These images joined tethered books, carved wooden chests, statues of saints teetering on 
slender columns, soft cushions, rugs, and dozens upon dozens of flickering candles creating a fabulous detritus, an awe-inspiring 
mess. It was perhaps this absence of tidiness combined with sad stories of gullible and desperate pilgrims who sought access to relics that 
made scholars shy away from examining one of the most crucial of medieval art objects, the shrine. Yet, while scholars have slowly 
overcome their queasy feelings and begun to publish on European shrines, those in England have been less frequently examined, not be-
cause of any lingering unpleasant feelings, but because in England not a single such memorial survives. Fortunately, there is an enormous 
number of extant documents associated with English shrines. From these colorful and illuminating treasures, Ben Nilson has formulated 
the first comprehensive account of English medieval shrines. 
By analyzing the documents, Nilson has produced a study in which he examines English shrines from a variety of viewpoints. 
Theological, political, historical, and art historical approaches illuminate the development and function of these grand edifices. In Chapter 1 
he discusses how English cathedrals came to have shrines and how the processes of canonization and translation were facilitated. Chapters 
2 and 3 are concerned with structures (of the feretory and of the shrine base) as well as their relationship with their architectural settings. 
Chapter 4 focuses on practices of pilgrims to the shrine - how they worshiped, what they left there, and what they took away with them. In 
Chapter 5 Nilson looks at the shrine in relationship to the clergy; in particular, how the monument functioned symbolically and financially 
for the clergy of the cathedrals which housed the shrines. Chapter 6 is a detailed accounting of the financial records of pilgrim donations to 
various shrines. In Chapter 7 he analyzes these records and proposes a model that takes into account the reasons for the changing fortunes 
of shrines, concluding (in opposition to some scholarly opinions) that the shrines were quite profitable. 
I found Nilson's discussion of the ritual practices fascinating, especially when applied to art history. Fot example, the stationary status 
of English shrines diverges from the portability of most European works. Nilson discusses how the processions of pilgrims within the 
cathedrals made this stationary position desirable (enhanced by concern for the security of the relics). This also influenced the standard 
shrine desigil with a high, marble base and elaborate canopy. Yet, while Nilson grapples impressively with art-historical issues, he is primar-
ily an historian. In fact, as an art historian, my only complaint about the book is that the sixteen black and white pictures do not begin to 
illustrate this rich topic. Nilson himself notes that the shrines as a works of art deserve a detailed study of their own, stating: "It is hoped .. . 
that the present work provides an adequate overview of cathedral shrines and their operation, and can act as a platform from which others 
studies can proceed." Adequate indeed. This work, with its scholarly rigor and clarity of expression, should become a fundamental 
reference tool for any scholar investigating the complex ideas and forms of cathedral shrines of England in particular and Europe in general. 
Sarah Blick, Kenyon College (blicks@kenyon .edu) 
Web Sites of Interest: 
www.sainthood.com (the perfect gift) 
Llfe of St Edward: 
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/ cgi-bin/F.e.3.59/browse 
Amiens Project: 
http:/ /brooklyn.arch.columbia.edu/DDL/ projects/ a.miens/ 
3000 images of Danish Church Murals from the Medieval period. 
http:/ /kalk.historie.ku.dk/ 
Norwegian Stave Churches. 
www.arild-hauge.com/ arild-hauge/ echurch.htm 
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